GOFORTH SPECIAL UTILITY
DISTRICT

8900 Niederwald Strasse ¢ Niederwald, TX 78640

Main Number (512) 376-5695 « Fax (512) 376-7631 « Toll Free Number 1-866-376-5695

Office Hours: 8a.m.-5 p.m. Mon. - Fri.

NOTICE OF RATE INCREASE

Goforth Special Utility District is committed to providing safe, reliable water service at the lowest possible cost.
We remain one of the most affordable public water suppliers in the area—your water costs less than a penny
per gallon and is likely the lowest utility expense for most households. The District’s Board of Directors maintains
a lean budget to keep rates as low as possible. All District revenue is derived from water sales or developer
contributions; the District does not impose taxes on landowners. Nevertheless, rising costs and the shift in
reliance from groundwater to surface water have necessitated water rate increases to support current operations,
new surface water infrastructure, and new meter reading technology. The increased use of surface water has
become necessary due to regulations imposed by the Barton Springs-Edwards Aquifer Conservation District,
which severely restricts additional groundwater production.

Goforth last adjusted its water rates 12 years ago. Now, given the current challenges with water supply and
infrastructure needs, on August 20, 2026, the Goforth SUD Board approved a set of water rate increases. The
new rates will take effect on January 1, 2027, and will first appear on bills mailed in January for November to
December 2026 usage. For residential customers, the monthly minimum will increase from $31.00 to $33.50, an
increase of $2.50 per month. Volumetric charges per 1,000 gallons for residential customers will increase as
follows:

Volumetric Charge Old Rate New Rate
0-5,000 gallons $3.00 $3.24
5,001-10,000 gallons 4.63 5.00
10,001-20,000 gallons 6.26 6.76
20,001-30,000 gallons 7.88 8.51
30,001-40,000 gallons 9.51 10.27
40,001+ gallons 12.14 13.11

The tiered structure means that higher usage results in a higher per-gallon cost; therefore, customers who
conserve water pay less. Larger meters have a proportionally higher minimum fee based on meter size
equivalents.

You likely have noticed significant new development occurring in the District's service area. As you may know,
the District only provides drinking water and does not have authority to regulate development, platting, or lot
sizes. To protect existing customers from growth costs, the District previously increased its new residential meter
connection fee from $2,425.00 to $12,657.00. This ensures new development pays its fair share of infrastructure
and water source costs, rather than shifting those expenses to existing customers like you.

The Board also approved additional rate adjustments for 2027 and a future year to fund necessary capital
improvements. The complete rate order adopted by the Board is posted on the District’s website. The Board and
staff remain committed to keeping rates as low as possible while maintaining the safe, reliable service you
depend on. If you have questions about the rate changes or your bill, please contact our office at (512) 376-5695
or visit our website. Thank you for your continued support.

Sincerely,
The Board and Staff of Goforth Special Utility District



